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New report from the Energy Transitions Commission 
Achieving Zero-Carbon Buildings: Electric, Efficient and Flexible
 
We are delighted to share the latest analysis developed by the Energy Transitions Commission (ETC). In its latest report, Achieving Zero-Carbon Buildings: Electric, Efficient and Flexible, the ETC draws a complete picture of the buildings sector’s emissions and energy use and describes how a combination of electric, efficient, and flexible solutions can decarbonise buildings, improve standards of living, and reduce energy bills if supported by ambitious policy. 
The global buildings sector currently contributes a third of greenhouse gas emissions. This comes from the use of fossil fuels for heating, cooling, cooking, lighting and powering appliances, as well as the construction of residential and commercial buildings.
There is not a one-size-fits-all solution for decarbonisation, as different solutions work for different building types, countries, and climates, but the ETC emphasises three key priorities for creating a zero-carbon dioxide emissions buildings sector:
· Electrification must replace fossil fuels: decarbonising heat and cooking is essential, supported by a transition to decarbonised electricity generation.
· Dramatically improving energy efficiency: of heating and cooling technologies, by designing buildings with techniques to “passively” retain or dissipate heat, and avoiding wasteful use of heating and cooling through smart building management and consumer choices.
· Constructing efficient and low-carbon buildings: by decarbonising production of building materials (e.g., steel, cement, concrete), using fewer materials in construction, and better utilising existing buildings by extending lifetimes or creating shared spaces.

To download the full report, executive summary, infographics and more visit: https://www.energy-transitions.org/publications/achieving-zero-carbon-buildings 
For further information please visit the ETC website at www.energy-transitions.org
